Castle FTARC – AGM 2025
Sunday 28th September 09:15am
Minutes of the Meeting
Meeting opened by John Amos (Chairperson) at 09:15am
Apologies: Andy Purseglove, Anne Smith, Ian Lancashire, Edwin Jones, Andrew Underwood, Val Szulc, Chris Large, James Osborne, Mark Amos
Attendees: 29 members including the members of the committee.
The current committee being,
Chairperson John Amos
Vice Chairperson Andy Purseglove
Treasurer Andy Purseglove
Secretary Colin Jones
Competition Secretary Karl Morris
Range Officers Pete Rowley, Jeff Walker, Paul Flinders
Web Manager Martyn Pitt
Score Manager Mark Amos
Auditor Colin Jones

Minutes of the Meeting from last year’s AGM agreed as being correct, but there were two matters arising. Firstly, agreed that John Amos would create and publish a set of Open Sight Rules, which has now been done. Copies are in the club canteen for reference. The second matter arising was John would investigate how best to prepare for any unforeseen emergency situation. To complete this action point, the new 2026 membership cards will have printed on the reverse side, a note to the effect;
1 whistle blow = stop shooting, make gun safe
2 whistle blows = all clear, safe to re-commence shooting 
6 whistle blows = stop shooting, there is an emergency, render assistance



Officers Reports
Chairperson
We are a very successful club having taken on new members either from other clubs or as new members to the sport. The club is going from strength to strength and is on a sound financial footing. We have voluntarily increased the rent for 2026 to the farmer and the relationship with him and his wife appears to be very good.
We are looking to improve and enhance the covered practice range and extend to include another short range with permanent concrete range markers. 
The toilets are not at their best so potentially we may need to purchase a new one, and the office cabin will probably need to be replaced within the next two years.
Treasurer
We have held two Winter League and one Summer League competitions during the year, and we’ve just done the Chatsworth Show again. All of these events have been very profitable for us and has enabled us to continue spending money where appropriate to enhance the club’s facilities.
Competition Secretary
We have fielded two winter league and one summer league shoots as already outlined in the Treasure’s comments. We are looking to elect Castle for two League Shoots and possibly a GP event too. Not confirmed if the club will be successful with the GP submission which is down to the BFTA. Depending on what club members wish to do, there are other events available such as two- and three-day events.
Other club members do like coming to the Castle shooting ground and it is always well attended. So, it is down to what we as membership would like to see, and as some other clubs have shut down it makes the Castle ground even more appealing.
Karl also thanked members who have turned out on every occasion to help change the club courses which is much appreciated. We’ve had some excellent courses and there is something for everyone to have a go at.
Items for Discussion
· Re-election of the Committee
No members had advised they wished to stand down and no nominations had been received. The existing committee members have all agreed to stand for another twelve months until the next AGM. 
John Amos, as Chair thanked all the committee members for the duties they had performed in 2025 and looked forward to 2026 with them to maintain the success of the club for all members.

· Club Fees & Upfront Shooting Fees
John advised that due to the healthy club finances there is no need to increase either the Renewal Membership fee of £20 or the Up-front Shooting fee of £60.
Colin Jones, as Club Secretary, will in the next few days, email all club members with the mandatory Renewal Application Form which should be returned to him in the usual fashion. Please do not send any payment until you have returned the renewal form to him.
The payment is only to be made by BACS. The club’s bank details are provided at the top of the Application Form, but here it is for reference too:
Castle Field Target Air Rifle Club
Sort Code 77-22-22
Account Number 42216660
The renewal fee is payable on or before 31/12/2025. No reminders will be sent. If payment is not received by the due date a new application will need to be made as a new member, and a £50 charge will be required.

· New Honorary Member
John Amos nominated, Tony Johnson, to become an honorary member for services to the club over many years. This means he will be exempt from having to pay the membership fee of £20pa.
· Request to revert to old scoring system
Proposed by Nigel Cresswell and seconded by Andrew Burrows.
A lengthy debate took place in favour of reverting to the previous methodology of scoring. However, it has been decided by a unanimous vote, that we will have a two-season competition, Summer and Winter for the main FT Event only. All other side shoots will remain “as is”.
In terms of practicality, John Amos will need to speak to Mark Amos, our Score Manager to see how easily this new scoring system can be created and implemented, and if it is to be based on the “best of 8,10 or 12 shoots” for each half year. Trophies will be awarded for each of the Summer & Winter competitions – FT only.
Annual trophies will be awarded for the other side shoots, at the end of the year, as we have done previously. 


· FT Course - Seating Benches
Nominated by Dean Broughton – to purchase strategically placed rest benches to enable the older and less able-bodied club members, but obviously available to all, to have a rest between shooting lanes. This was accepted and voted on so John will ask Andy Purseglove, upon his return from holiday and with Richard Goucher, to discuss and agree on the most suitable purchase of four quality plastic or substantial timber benches. 
It was also agreed we replace the tables and chairs outside the canteen as they are well worn and covered in algae. They have been removed to be jet washed as an interim solution. Again, can Andy and Richard liaise on this matter.


· AOB – no requests or comments other than John Amos thanking Tony for his behind-the-scenes support to the club with the provision of top quality trophies, equipment, spares, and accessories. John has asked if Karl and Tony could liaise with the production of the trophies for the end of year presentation along with the winners’ names for each of the various shooting categories. 

The meeting was closed at 09:39am
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